
Senator Holtzclaw Voting History of SB72 – Elimination of the DROP Program  

Source: http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/ACASLoginIE.asp? 

Summary:  SB72 was a contentious issue in the 2011 session and I consistently voted to close 

the program as it had been greatly abused.  The House and Senate had slight differences in the 

final versions of SB72, forcing the bill to go to a Conference Committee to work out the 

differences.  Once the bill came out of committee the Democrats attempted to filibuster the bill.  

Roll Call 59 was a cloture vote, closing debate on the bill.  Roll Call 60 immediately followed 

concurring with the Conference Committee report.  Both votes took place on March 22nd. 

For the most part, scheduled votes on bills are known in advance.  We receive no notice of 

when an executive amendment will be submitted or voted on.  Gov. Bentley’s office noted a 

conflict in the starting date to close the DROP program and sent an executive amendment to the 

legislature correcting the conflict on March 24th, two days after the initial votes. This was Roll 

Call 120. I was simply not present on the senate floor when this vote was taken so my vote is 

recorded as a “P”.  I was likely on the House floor, garnering support for another bill that was 

working its way through the House. 

As readers can see, I clearly voted to support closing the DROP program.  I can only assume 

that the inaccuracy in the AFRW report regarding my vote is based on their assumption that the 

final vote, Roll Call 120, was the vote for passage of SB72.  I have spoken with the Legislative 

Chair for AFRW (she agrees in my synopsis) and we have both requested that a revised report 

be released by AFRW.  To date (7/22/2011) this has not happened. 

I support those organizations that work to hold legislators accountable to their votes, but am not 

shy about holding them accountable to providing accurate information to their membership 

regarding such.  Anything less, discredits the importance of their work. 

SB72 was voted on a total of 28 times, key votes:  

Roll Call 59 – Voting on Cloture Petition; Conference Committee Report – Holtzclaw votes yes 

Roll Call 60 – Voting to concur and adopt Conference Committee Report – Holtzclaw votes yes 

Roll Call 120 – Voting to accept Executive (Governor) Amendment changing start date – 

Holtzclaw votes “P” 
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